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“Young people who are involved in making something beautiful today are less likely to turn to acts of violence and destruction tomorrow. The arts…provide opportunities for youth from all backgrounds to do something positive and creative with their talents and their time. We all need to support the arts. In doing so, we are telling America’s youth that we believe in them and value what they can be.”

                                  ~ Janet Reno, Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice

The Arts and Industry Council, formerly the United Arts Council of Calhoun County is committed to growing the Arts and creative industry, advocating for art and arts education, facilitating a regional Arts network, and engaging youth in the Arts. 
Research shows that an education in the Arts can spark intelligence, boost academic

achievement, assist in the development of workplace skills, promote discipline and good

citizenship and enhance one’s self-esteem and tolerance of others. For children to develop their abilities and realize their fullest potential, they need to be exposed to many ways of knowing their world and expressing their thoughts. If the artistic side of their education is neglected or ignored in school instruction, then a primary growth opportunity is missed. In recognizing the value of the Arts in relation to youth development the AIC has begun the early stages of crafting an outcomes-based programming model to engage youth throughout Calhoun County. The gateway project will be segue to future youth arts initiatives. Programs and presentations in the future will include music, theater, dance, visual and literary arts.
Currently the AIC, in collaboration with Battle Creek Unlimited and Cutler Enterprises, will facilitate and manage a youth art competition for the gateway design project. The project “Battle Creek Gateway Design Competition” is part of the larger downtown revitalization initiative. The design competition is open to all students in Calhoun County. The winners of this art competition will have their art conceptually replicated by a local metal fabricator into a metal artwork that will be installed (welded) to the new artistic arches on the M-66 corridor coming into Battle Creek. Students will also receive scholarship awards to further their Arts education. AIC will host a public exhibit and presentation for the winning students. Reliant upon the number of submissions the AIC will determine as to whether all or some submissions can realistically be exhibited. Our goal to date would certainly be to exhibit all entries if possible.
Historically, arts education was often considered an “extra” in our schools – stand-alone

subject that would give students some cultural appreciation and an opportunity to

experiment with paint, movement or musical instruments. During the last decade of the

twentieth century, there arose a broader view of arts education. Research began to

validate what educators had long suspected: that an arts education contributes

significantly to a student’s development.

An arts education helps young people:

• Expand their creative and critical capacities

• Enhance problem-solving skills

• Increase cross-cultural understanding

• Build self-esteem

• Gain skills useful in today’s workplace
“Workers must be equipped not simply with technical know-how but also with the ability to create, analyze, and transform information and to interact effectively with others.”
                  ~  Alan Greenspan, Chairman of The Federal Reserve Board. National Skills Summit
In this age of rapidly advancing technology, business executives seek employees with

imagination and creativity, talents fostered through arts education. As Stephanie B. Perrin, head of a school in Natick, MA devoted to excellence in the arts and academics states, a technological and international postmodern culture requires workers who are imaginative and critical thinkers, able to work effectively on their own or with others. These workers need to be able to function in changing ambiguous situations, to envision new realities, provide solutions to problems and act with confidence on their ideas.
The Arts and Industry Council will continue to engage youth and advocate for Arts education. The mounting evidence of the critical importance of art in youth development and future workforce is impressive. It behooves all communities to consider their investment in education and the Arts for our youth.

“The arts are not a frill. The arts are a response to our individuality and our nature, and help to shape our identity. What is there that can transcend deep differences and stubborn divisions? The arts. They have a wonderful universality. Art has the potential to unify. It can speak in many languages without a translator. The arts do not discriminate. The arts can lift us up.”
                                                      ~ Former Texas Congresswoman Barbara Jordan
