On October 20, 2009, the public had its chance to provide input for improvements and potential relocation of the Battle Creek Area Math and Science Center (BCAMSC). The following summary includes notes from the presentations, audience questions and comments.
Opening Remarks from Dr. Charles Coleman, Superintendent, Battle Creek Public Schools
We have a great opportunity to look at ways to advance math and science education. This is look at “what if it (BCAMSC) were in a different location.” Public input helps in the process. The Battle Creek School Board supports this concept and would like to pursue next steps. Several things must be factored – your input and no use of tax dollars. Thank you for attending.
Opening Remarks from Jim Hettinger, Battle Creek Unlimited
Michigan is in a state of decline and the next 2-3 years will get worse. In times like this, we need to plant seeds for recovery. The BCAMSC is part of Battle Creek’s New Vision. We’ve tried to attract people downtown with events, social events. We want innovation growth --  like competencies of food protection and science. 
We put a lot of bright people into a cluster and exchange ideas. This fuels new products and ideas, like Silicon Valley. We haven’t done this since the days of the Kellogg brothers. Battle Creek is very fortunate to have a Fortune 500 company. It doesn’t happen anymore in a town like this. By way of innovation, Kellogg is finding the life of products in food processing. A lot of the products now haven’t existed three years ago. The research center is a beehive of creating new food products. If they can do it all in proximity, we will have a strong center of purchasing power in a two block area. That would be good for retailers and the downtown. 
The W.K. Kellogg Foundation has put resources into this. Covance is part of this strategy. And you’ll begin to see some interface with the math and science center. You will see how kids can take part in food expertise and let their creative abilities take place. This is how it works in Fresno, California. AFDO has been coming to Battle Creek since July to train people. We’re bringing in money from the outside – about $175 per person in 24 hours. We hope to increase that to 100 people per week. The emerging technology accelerator can launch technologies to detect food problems. 
This all fits into the math and science center. Let’s make sure the students in Calhoun County have the best STEM education. All of our competitors are doing it – China, Korea. Explore expansion of the center and potential downtown location where it can become a signature asset and a symbol for community commitment. Connect innovation and education. 
In addition to the food science workforce, we see advantages to the center for access to research and potential careers. Let’s figure out how to educate them and keep them here.  
Public Question and Answers
Jim Benski, parent of center alumni:

Q:  Why does the outreach center go with the distribution center and not the high school?
A: The classrooms for the outreach are used for training and outreach.


Mark Jones, citizen: 
Q: What are we doing to promote the kit program? 
A: The kit program was a way to help with our materials, and we started the process in 1991 with teachers and administrators. The materials meet state guidelines and standards. They can be used by our students and sold to other districts. We can increase the revenue stream with additional teacher training programs. We heard there’s a huge retirement wave of teachers in five years. So revenue stream could be training new teachers.
Nancy Lassen, parent:

Comment - You’re doing a good job. Outside people need to know about this facility. They see a lot of bright students there, but they need to see what they could have. Students deserve to have the best. We need to grow our own professionals. How do we bring back these young people to grow this next generation of career minded individuals? The center gives the students an opportunity to network and find opportunities with business downtown. I want to find out what we can do to further surpport this effort.

David Brown, parent of center students:

Q:  I applaud the issue and forward-thinking people, as well as BCU. Has there been an analysis of operations cost of a larger facility?
A: The BC school system said no new taxes. The challenge is to make it work without a tax increase. That’s one of the issues with the distribution center being offsite. A separate facility would need double supervision, and it would mean separating the staff. The board wanted to be certain the capital costs are manageable. The sustainability of the facility has to be long term. We need a revenue stream without reaching into the tax payers pockets, before we take it to the board. We’ve been asked of the downside of moving into two sites. It’s the separation of the two functions and duplicate operation costs. The additional efficiencies and space need to be looked into for operational costs. Additional staff would be brought in with additional programs and funding for those programs.

Gene Beasley, Springfield citizen:

Q: I live nearby and I’ve never seen the distribution center. You want to expand the program and bring in big trucks into our neighborhood? How do you do it?
A:  We send out 40 skids and do the best we can with the site. We have a short time to figure out how to do this. We have increasing interest. The trucks go in the back. You don’t see the operations behind the scenes, but space is a factor. We’ve been going through growing pains. People think this is a good problem. We have a trucking company to pick it up. 
Bruce Sellers, citizen:

Q:  You’ve already answered many of my questions. I didn’t hear about student ideas, and that’s very important. 
A:  The visioning included student feedback, and all of it was included in the document. The students had a very big voice in this. They have an understanding of what they want. 
Nelson Karr, parent:

Comment: We shouldn’t be afraid of doing this right. There’s only one way to do this and bring it downtown. That’s my observation. Connie, you’ve mentioned that it doesn’t have to be more expensive to keep the distribution downtown. 

Kathy Grosso, St. Phil Catholic School: 
Comment: We are very supportive of this move. Not only do we have students there, any work we do downtown helps us. The proximity is very important. The philosophy of being close is community engagement and being part of something bigger. It produces scientists, like the best farmers work on the farm. If you live it, it’s part of your nature. I support this. (applause)
Steve Benoit, Chief Operating Officer of the National Center for Food Protection
Comment: From our perspective, we’ve had nearly 300 people come into town. They like the idea of this plan. They like being part of the transformation. All of them would be impressed with the commitment, but for sure, the kind of planning I’m doing would benefit from the proximity of the center. The country could connect people to this network. I would encourage you to make it happen. (applause)
Susan Buckley, Battle Creek School Board Member – 
Comment: I’m in support of the project. I would like to clear up some misperceptions. Our board supports Springfield. Valley View is an example. The Center trains our math and science teachers and provides better skills to help the students. It’s the student from all over Calhoun County. I work at the Federal Center and we’ve tried to get people to work in our IT department. We would like local people to take these jobs. The most successful employees we have with knowledge and skills are from this area. Karen Evans is one of those people. She is an example of homegrown person Battle Creek has if we have time and resources to educate people. This is not about a building. This is about the revitalization of a community.  We can turn the community around through education. Keep our students here. When we look back in 5 year, we want to see we’ve done it right. (applaluse)
Jim Nelson – Lakeview resident:

Q:  I look at this concept as a community concept. The Center is developing new programming to facilitate the food industry. That doesn’t mean they’ll continue the existing programs. They should continue the same math and science education they’re getting now.
A:We won’t turn our curriculum into food science only. We’ll also have science, engineering, computers and other training.

Channel, Student: 
Comment: I get so much out of the math and science center. I’ve gotten so much from my teachers, and it’s really good for the community. 
Emily – Senior at Center:

Comment: To add to my friend. You don’t know until you’ve been there. I’ve learned about time management, leadership. I’m going to Michigan State.
Susan Lampas, cititen:

I live downtown. Many years ago I’ve watched the Kellogg house go down the street. I was so excited. The river renovation is beautiful. Safety is fine. I run in the morning along the river. Battle Creek looks beautiful. I get tingles thinking about the cereal center filled with science. I think it’s a wonderful idea.
Public Questions and Comments handed in after the meeting
Elizabeth Insley , parent of MSC student, Lakeview resident, parent of 3 BCPS students:

Q: Since the BCAMSC is one of several Michigan math & science centers, is there another center that has achieved what the BC center is trying to achieve?  Downtown business partnerships connect innovation & education.

A: Currently, there are funding cuts for math and science centers in Michigan. And it’s hard to keep up good programs with this kind of pressure. We continue to look at benchmark studies on successful centers of excellence.  But we have one of the best facilities in our backyard. The BCAMSC already is unique and excellent in its own right. We want to build on these benefits for the greater good of the community. The Math and Science Center in downtown Battle Creek can be a signature community asset. It is a strategic pillar of the downtown transformation, because it’s synergetic with downtown industry, such as the food science industry and Calhoun County’s largest employers.

Catherine LaValley , citizen:

Q: Will enrollment opportunities grow for the local high schools who contribute 9th-12th grade students to the center?

A: The Center will increase services to K-12 schools for science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM).  The downtown-based Center will increase career opportunities for students in food science, business and education partnerships and visibility to visitors, families, and companies considering location in Battle Creek and Calhoun County. Districts currently fulfill their obligations to send students to the Battle Creek Area Math and Science Center and it is anticipated districts will continue to do so.  Each year the Battle Creek Area Mathematics and Science Center has a waiting list for students wanting to attend.  It is anticipated that additional slots will be available after a renovation, and that districts will send students filling the Center to capacity.  It should be noted that districts continue to send students during the recent tough financial times. 

Federico Conde, citizen 
Q: What is the biggest obstacle you are facing and how can we help?

A: Promote, support and inform your networks about this advantage in our community.

Karen Deppe, parent: 

Q: How will security be handled?
A: We will promote a safe campus. When the center is funding and constructed, there will be additional details about the actual security within the facility.

Kurt Thornton, citizen: 

A:  What is planned for the former Springfield High School building after it is vacated?

Q: All of this is conceptual, and we are looking into options for that facility. 

