Battle Creek Gateway

Youth Design Competition
Battle Creek Gateway Youth Design Competition is part of the Battle Creek downtown revitalization which will engage Calhoun County students in grades K - 12. This art competition is geared toward capturing and engaging marginalized youth. Research shows that an education in the arts can spark intelligence, boost academic achievement, assist in the development of workforce skills, promote discipline and good citizenship and enhance one's self-esteem and tolerance of others. For children to develop their abilities and realize their fullest potential, they need to be exposed to many ways of knowing their world and expressing their thoughts. If the artistic side of their education is neglected or ignored in school instruction, then a primary growth opportunity is missed.
 

The Arts and Industry Council in collaboration with Battle Creek Unlimited and Cutler Enterprises is facilitating and managing an art competition in the visual arts. The AIC has partnered with the Calhoun Intermediate School District, New Level Sports, the Art Center of Battle Creek, Standard Printing, Battle Creek Community Foundation and a local metal fabricator to insure this project's success. Our goal is to reach students in public, private, home schooled, and after school programs to engage their creativity. The AIC is working toward reaching youth that commonly may not have an opportunity to participate in arts related experiences. Many young people today miss out on arts participation due to lack of money, lack of family support, lack of transportation, and frequently the lack of community or instructional support. These young people come from varied community and domestic situations--from poverty to rural isolation. The AIC is committed to reaching and engaging our young residents in effort of their future becoming not only brighter but also more fulfilling. We understand that by engaging youth in the arts we are assisting in creating school-to-work skills, improved citizenship and improved civility. For at-risk youth, truancy and school failure are the two most significant predictors of delinquent behavior, according to U.S. Department of justice research. Youth vandalize with graffiti and join gangs in search of recognition, achievement and self-expression. The arts provide a different way to address these needs. According to findings of researchers provided by the U.S. Department of Justice, participants in these youth arts programs showed the following improvements:
· Increased ability to express anger appropriately, to communicate effectively with adults and their peers and to cooperate with others 

· Increased ability to work on tasks from start to finish, vital for both academic and vocational success 

· more likely to show improvements in their attitudes toward school, self-esteem and self-efficacy than nonparticipating youth 

· Fewer new court referrals during the program period compared with nonparticipating youth
Arts programs are successful at attracting, engaging and retaining even the toughest kids. These youth-including gang members and previously incarcerated teens-join arts programs and return time and again. Drawing them is:
· The thrill of creative and artistic expression 

· Community recognition for performances, exhibitions or public arts works 

· Learning new job skills 

· Learning how to use the arts to communicate difficult thoughts and emotions
Juvenile justice programs, including probation and detention, may be the only options for some youngsters who are a danger to their community. But the more than 4,000,000 at-risk children growing up in severely distressed neighborhoods surrounded by brutality, violence and despair deserve a chance to engage in positive, constructive activities that have been proven effective in deterring delinquent behavior. Training in the arts can provide such an opportunity. Given the huge personal and societal costs of school dropouts and juvenile crime, arts education offers a very practical approach to changing the course of troubled young people of varied ages and backgrounds.
 

The Battle Creek Gateway Youth Design Competition student art submissions will be visual two-dimensional, utilizing mediums such as paint, crayon, pencil, charcoal, etc. Photography is also an accepted submission. Criteria for submissions is clearly defined in the guidelines and application forms. A panel of judges will be selected to judge the student art. Three (3) winners from four (4) themed categories and four (4) age/grade groups will be selected. The winners will receive scholarship monies directed toward furthering their arts education with matching monies awarded to their school and/or instructor, participate in the creation of their art being replicated into metal art and then installed on the steel artistic arches on the M-66 corridor coming into downtown Battle Creek. Winners will also be invited to exhibit their art at a public awards presentation. Winners will be showcased on the Arts and Industry Council website, www.WhereIsArt.com . 
 

Thus far the urban design youth competition project execution status is:
 

· Communication of the urban design competition has been distributed to all Calhoun County schools, superintendents, principles and teachers, and most after school programs 

· Competition criteria, guidelines, applications, posters and personal presentations are currently being delivered to schools 

· Posters are being delivered to public buildings such as libraries, Chambers of Commerce, Visitor and Convention Bureau, etc. 

· Efforts to deliver participation forms and information to home schooled students is underway 

· Social media contact platforms have been designed and are ready to launch (Facebook and Myspace) 

· Press releases are prepared and will be sent out March 30, 2009 

· The AIC website, www.WhereIsArt.com has forms and applications available on their public art page 

· Metal fabricators have been contacted to provide estimates for creating the metal art and ensure student participation in their facility as an integral part of the art creation process 

· Local press, media and radio have been contacted to partner and provide public service announcements, coverage and interviews to assist in the public awareness and promotion
 

