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Do you know the four transformation pillars?

We’ve all read or talked about Battle Creek’s Downtown Transformation plans. As I share the city’s redevelopment plans with others, I find that many are unaware of the four key ingredients to our downtown’s success. They are deliberately selected for synergy and aligned strategies. All of the pillars complement each other and work to strengthen the others. 

Here’s a short explanation. Why not clip this out of The Shopper and post it for others to see!

1. Food Protection – There’s a growing downtown presence of food protection training, research, trade industry representation and thought leadership. The growing National Center for Food Protection and International Food Protection Training Institute alone will bring new employees and thousands of trainee-visitors to our city each year. They want an excellent downtown to enjoy while they’re living here or visiting.

2. Kellogg and W.K. Kellogg Foundation – We have an excellent Fortune 500 company and a philanthropic organization that are committed to our community. Kellogg is expanding its downtown presence with more employees in the downtown district. Working off the first pillar, they need expertise by the food protection and research industry, which they have already invested into heavily. (By the way, there are 30,000 taxing units in the United State that would love to have what Battle Creek enjoys!)

3. Education – We have several downtown institutions, from Kindergarten to college. They all provide opportunities for us to excel as people and a community. Battle Creek Public Schools and St. Philip are renovating. Western Michigan University is expanding its business curriculum here. The Battle Creek Math and Science Center aims to provide much-needed expertise and could even spark ventures with local research institutions. Our children and local organizations all benefit from top notch education.

4. Public Infrastructure and Enhancement – This pillar supports all of the others. And it’s your opportunity to contribute to a better Battle Creek. We need to support several enhancements to make downtown an enjoyable and productive place: retail, a welcoming gateway, streetscape (trees, flowers & extensive lighting), and a year-round profit-generating community plaza designed for events, collaboration, gatherings and education. Some mistake the latter as a “park.” With positive input, it could be designed for much more! 

All of these areas are growing simultaneously and building our downtown. We need your support to keep it growing. Look forward to lots of news on the continuing development.

If you want more information, the Battle Creek Downtown Partnership is handing out pamphlets and other information on the transformation. Visit them at 115 West Michigan Avenue or call 269-968-1622. And by the way, I even spend a lot of my time there. Stop by to chat.

